[image: image1.jpg]



GREAT BRITAIN TAEKWONDO TEAM SELECTION PROCEDURE 2010

SENIOR EUROPEAN & WORLD UNIVERSITY CHAMPIONSHIPS

INTRODUCTION
The main objective of this selection procedure is to ensure that the best athletes are selected, are best prepared and have the potential to compete and win medals at major international events.  If it is felt there are no athletes capable of attaining a medal at a major international no athletes will be entered.
This document outlines the procedure that will be used to select the Great Britain Taekwondo Team for the Senior European Championships, St Petersburg, Russia, 6 to 10 May 2010 and the World University Championship, Vigo, Spain, 29 June to 4 July 2010.
THE SELECTION PANEL
The Selection Panel’s primary function is:
· To determine which weight divisions Great Britain will be competitive in.
· To select athletes who will compete for the Great Britain Taekwondo Team.
· To select and propose athletes to the British Universities & Colleges Sport (BUCS) for ratification for the World University Championships in Vigo.

· To select reserve athletes where appropriate.
The Selection Panel consists of the following:

· Performance Director – Chair Person.
· Senior High Performance Coach.
· High Performance Coaches.
· Independent Adjudicator (to ensure the procedure is followed and correctly minuted).
The above panel retains the right to remove an athlete at any time due to:
· being medically unfit to compete as a result of injury or illness.

· behaviour or other issues that may affect the team’s performance.

· any weight issues that may affect their ability to make weight.
· a fall in performance below the required standard following selection.

· not fully participating in the event preparation and team’s activity programme.

· acting in any way that is deemed to be detrimental to the BTCB, STUK and the World Class Programme.

A reserve athlete can be selected to replace any athlete who is removed based on the above or for any other unforeseen reason: in some cases a higher performing reserve athlete from another weight may be selected.
In the case of a previous/current injury or illness to a selected athlete the Sport Taekwondo UK Limited (STUK) Team Doctor shall medically assess whether or not the injury or illness is such that they are physically able to compete or risk causing medical harm to him or herself or endangering others. If the athlete passes the medical assessment but the Chair of the Selection Panel is concerned the athlete is not able to compete to their best ability due to the affects of injury or illness the Chair can request for the athlete to undergo a pre-determined fitness test conducted by the coaching and medical staff. This timescale for these fitness/medical assessments shall be dependent on the tournament entry deadline.
If an athlete has a problem other than injury that prevents him/her participating in a tournament that carries selection points, he/she must have informed the Selection Panel through STUK two weeks before the tournament commences.  This timescale may be amended as a result of the tournament entry deadline.
The Selection Panel has the right to amend the Selection Procedure as and when necessary.   Any changes to the Selection Procedure will be announced no later than six weeks (where possible and within our control) before the implementation of the change via the STUK website section of the British Taekwondo Control Board (BTCB) website.
Team selections made by the Section Panel shall be ratified by the British Universities & Colleges Sport (BUCS) for the World University Championships. 
To aid the Selection Panel during final selection meetings STUK reserves the right to take into account performance data on athletes’ national and international performances.  It is important to note this data is for the Selection Panel to use as a tool when assessing athletes that have accumulated no points or are almost equal on selection points. This will be used to rank athletes’ performances throughout the year, and may be used to select athletes for the Great Britain Taekwondo Team.
This data will take into consideration the following and be utilised towards a more profiled performance matrix in the build up to the Team’s selection for the 2012 Olympics:

· Matrix format that grades tournaments from Olympic through to national standard.

· Each tournament will carry a set number of points and the number of points an athlete will receive will depend upon where they place within the tournament and the opposition they face.

· Athletes can gain extra points for fighting Olympic, World and European Gold and Silver medallists, however, only the most recent major medallists from these tournaments will be considered.

· Junior medallists at major event will carry a points weighting.
· To gain the full points an athlete must beat a major medallist, or alternatively half of the points weighting for the opponent can be gained by finishing within two points.  
· The points that have been totalled throughout the year will carry to the next but only 25% of the total.

· If a bye occurs then the percentage that the fight would contribute to the final position within a tournament would be deducted from an athlete’s totals. 
· In the transition year a junior athlete will be allowed to carry over up to 20% of their points from the previous year. This will only occur in the first year of competition at senior level.
· If illness or injuries prevent a major medal winning athlete from entering a tournament they could receive consolation points at a reduced rate.
· Quantity of fights won/lost at a tournament will be considered. 
· Quantity of points won/lost through a competition shall be considered.

Selected Great Britain Team athletes will be notified within 24 hours of the selection meeting.

· The Senior Team will be selected on 13 April 2010.  

· The World University Championship Team will be selected on 4 May 2010.
APPEALS PROCESS

STUK operate an official Selection Appeals Procedure.  This is available on request from the STUK office.  The Appeals Procedure must be instigated within 3 days of notification via the STUK web page that an eligible athlete has not been selected.
SELECTION PROCESS
Eligibility (Stage 1)

To be eligible for GB Team selection athletes must have a/be:

· Valid British passport (with at least six months validity at time of travel).

· A current BTCB Licence.
· A current 1st kup and above.
· Born between 1 January 1982 and 31 December 1992 - for the World University Championship Team.

· Studying for a degree or diploma at the University of similar Institute whose status is recognised by the appropriate national academic authority of their country (e.g. the Department of Education in the UK).  BUCS has adopted a minimum level of qualification for eligibility for FISU events.  This is set at level 4 of the Framework for Higher Education Qualifications in England, Wales and Northern Ireland or equivalent - for the World University Championship Team.

To be eligible for selection consideration you should have achieved one or more of the following:

· 2009 Senior World Championships (Oct) - last 8.
· 2009 British International Open (Aug) - last 4 (8 athletes or less in the division last 2). (Any medal position for the World University Championships)
· 2009 French Open (Dec) – last 4 (8 athletes or less in the division last 2).

· 2010 British National Championships (Jan) – Gold medallist. 
· 2010 German Open (Mar) - last 4 (8 athletes or less in the division last 2).

· 2010 Dutch Open (Mar) - last 4 (8 athletes or less in the division last 2).
· 2010 Belgium Open (Apr) - last 2. (Any medal position for the World University Championships).
Performance Level (Stage 2)

An athlete’s performance level will be based predominately on the following point system. However, this point system is used as an indication tool only for the Selection Panel.  The final selection of competitive weight divisions and athletes for these divisions is the decision of the Selection Panel.  Therefore the Selection Panel reserves the right to select an athlete who has less points gained from the below table.
These below events have been named as events where selection points shall be awarded for medal winning performances. An ongoing league record will be maintained for senior Great Britain athletes.  The best performing athletes based on the number of points awarded shall be eligible for selection to the Great Britain Taekwondo Team for major events, provided they meet all the necessary criteria, and the Selection Panel are satisfied with their performance to date. 
Selected athletes may be required to commit to a Great Britain Taekwondo Team training camp for a determined time period.  Selected athletes may be required to undergo assessment including physiological, psychological, medical and nutrition screening in the period between the selection date and the event.  All assessments will be conducted by the high performance staff at the National Taekwondo Academy.
The National Anti Doping team is provided with the dates and venues for all Great Britain Taekwondo Team activities and training sessions to assist with their Anti-Doping Programme.  Those athletes selected to represent Great Britain must consent to random drug testing.
	Event and Date
	Gold Medal

Selection points
	Silver Medal

Selection points
	Bronze Medal

Selection points

	Senior World Championships Oct 2009. Points carried to following year.  (Major Games)
	20
	10
	5

	French Open Dec 2009
	5
	3
	1

	British National Championships Jan 2010 
	2
	1
	n/a

	German Open Mar 2010
	5
	3
	1

	Dutch Open Mar 2010
	5
	3
	1

	Belgium Open Apr 2010
	2
	1
	n/a


POINTS TABLE
Depth of division ruling
If a weight division has less than 8 competitors the points available will be halved e.g. If at the National Championships only seven athletes enter in a division the points on offer would be halved as follows: 
· 1st place = 1 

· 2nd place = 0.5 

Other events may be added to the above list ahead of the event that will carry similar selection points. 
Announcements will be made through the BTCB/Sport Taekwondo website.
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